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# Item Buddhism Hinduism Sikhism Christianity Judaism Islam**

1 Money,
Property

Not defined Not defined Not defined Not defined Father owns everything before her 
marriage; husband owns everything after 
marriage. She never owns anything!

Whatever she owns before and after 
marriage is her to keep. No one can take 
anything from her even if she is divorced!

2 Work,
Business

Not defined Not defined Not defined Not defined Not defined Permissible to work or run business, follow 
Islamic etiquette.

3 Family 
Maintenance

Not defined Not defined Not defined Not defined Not defined Shared responsibility, follow Islamic 
etiquette.

4 Family 
Expenses

Not defined Not defined Not defined Not defined Not defined Only husband’s responsibility, wife can 
participate if she wants.

5 Divorce No restriction Allowed under certain 
conditions

Not defined Does not 
promote or 
encourage

Husband can divorce easily for any reason, 
wife can’t (called Agunah/chained). Reform 
Jews allow remarriage through civil divorce

Husband can divorce on reasons; wife 
goes through arbitration called Khola.

6 Husband’s 
death

Can marry 
again

Wife used to be burned
alive with husband 
(called Sati), modern 
day allow marriage

Can marry 
again

Can marry 
again

Prefer marry broth-in-law
Reform Jews allow marriage through Rabbi 
process

Can marry again after the waiting period

7 Raising
Children

Not defined Not defined Not defined Not defined Not defined Shared responsibility, follow Islamic 
etiquette.

8 Husband’s 
asset after 
death

Not defined Asset distributed to 
wife, parents, children 
equally

Not defined Not defined First son, then daughter, then wife 25% to wife, rest to children, relatives.

9 Wife’s asset 
after death

Not defined Husband & children 
equally

Not defined Not defined First son, then daughter 50% to husband with no children, rest to 
relatives. 25% to husband with children, 
rest to children, relatives.

10 Conviction Punishment 
not defined

Punishment not defined Punishment 
not defined

Punishment 
not defined

Punishment not defined Require 4 witnesses on allegation (highly 
protected). No witness for her allegation.
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**No wonder why 4 out of 5 converts in USA are Woman!


